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here are behaving very well, the Queen particularly so; I appreciate
it and love her. But the Jesuit Party, at least that portion of it
which is led by Ministers Senfft and Pallavicini, and the tribe of
pious women par excellence are angry with Lolita, who is a Catholic
but a professed enemy of the Jesuits; that, of course, is an unfor-
givable sin. . . . Even my sister, the Dowager Empress of Austria,
is being incited to use her influence, but that, I need hardly assure
my dear Tann, is useless. With all their intrigues they have
succeeded in effecting exactly the opposite to what they desired
and there you will recognize my character. The young old Ludwig/

From afar Tann apprehensively watched all these develop-
ments. This faithful friend had promised his King always to report
what was being said about him and latterly that had become an
extremely unpleasant duty. Amongst other things it was said that
the Queen was crying her eyes out and wished to leave Munich,
but that her husband would not let her go ... and there was a
good deal more in the same strain. At that distance Tann could
not judge matters so clearly. His love for the King made him
rather inclined to consider that all those who raised their voices
against Lola Montez and the preference shown her by the King
were malicious and disloyal. He therefore at first advised Ludwig
to treat such persons with 'silent disdain, one of the best inven-
tions against insolent stupidity*. He perceived behind all this
not only clerical machinations, but also the work of revolutionaries
intent on undermining the King's prestige.

Efforts to free the King from the toils of his passion continued.
On New Year's Day, 1847, a Saxon nobleman1 came to the King.
'Lolita and I believed him to be one of our adherents/ Ludwig
exclaimed. This man was a Protestant but spoke as if he were
a tool of the Jesuit party. He pressed the King 'most urgently'
to separate from Lola Montez. Tour Majesty, there is tremendous
commotion in Munich. If you could bring yourself to take this
decision, you would stand revealed as one of the greatest of men,
as each must be who has gained the victory over himself.'

'Lolita shall see what a true Teuton heart really is/ was the
King's answer. All persuasion was in vain. That same day this
man visited Lola Montez. She knew nothing of what he had said
to the King and received him. 'Go to Italy and leave the King/
he counselled her. 'I offer you an income of 50,000 francs a year for
your life/ But the proud beauty coldly dismissed him.

1 Probably Bernhard August of Lindenau, a retired Saxon diplomat.